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Hen I conſider the preſent Condition of this Na- 
tion, the ſeditious endeavours of our Enemies of 
all ſorts, the ſlanderous Reports in City and Coun. 
try, andthe ſtrange Jealouſies which men of cor. 
rupt and wicked deſighs foment, to the great. dif. 
vieting of our minds, and to the prejudice of the Religious and-un- 

potted Intentions of a molt Gracious King, I judge it not unſcaſo. 


| Nable to offer to the Publick theſe few Lines, as. well to prevent. the ' 


miſchiefs of diſcontent.and feditious fears, . as to encourage all perſons, 


to thoſe duties, and'that Loyal behaviour, which, our Heavenly Pro. 


feffion, and obvr Worldly Intereſt, require from. us; and: the rather. L 


have been perſwaded to this attempt, becauſe there are. ſuch numbers. 


every where of men, of divers Principles and Deſigns, byſily em- 
ployed in aocermutnge Nations Tranquility, by labouring to alie.. 
nate the Peoples Aﬀections from their. Superiours,, by. aſperſing his, 
wiſeſt Proceedings and Actians, and by ſpreading x $25 the 
dangerous Seeds of Diſtruſt, cron and Rebellion; chiefly. in 
this jun{ture of time, ſince the Diſcovery of the Popift Plot ; now that 
Mens minds are apt to take ill impreſſions,, the Malice of ſome isun- 
ſiſferable in divulging the greateſt Improbabilities, which never- 
theleſs have ill Effects and Conſequences attending them. _ it is aor 
long ſince we have fimarted under the woeful S:quels of ſuch Unchri.. 
ſtian Praftices, which ſhould oblige all men of reaſon to be cautious 
how they entertain and give encouragement to any thing that may 
leſſen the Reverence to Government, or divert us from our Duty; 
for let the Idolaters of Liberty ſay what they will, a Kingdom.can 
neyer flouriſh whiles Authority is diſ-reſpetted z and a Government is 

never ſafe when People SIE themſelves the liberty to caſt all manner 

of abuſes upon the lawful Goyernours, The contempt of Laws-is 

the next door to Rebellion; and the Slanders faſtened unjuſtly upon 

thoſe that execute them,. are near a-kin to Murder.and Allaſlingtion. 

If the Tongye wounds the Name, the Hand will ſcarce ſpare the Per-- 
ſdn, if opportunity were offexed; and the-rather we ſhould takeheeJ/ 
how we cntettain, or are inſtrumental in ſpreading abroad ill Reports 
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of the Sacred Perſons of our Governours, or of their Government, 
becauſe we ſee confirmed to us, that this is the -Method which their 
Enemies and ours obſerve to bring us to our ruine. That we may 
therefore better ſecure our ſelves from ſuch dreadful Calamities here- 
after, and now from the wicked,impreſſions of diſaffefted Perſons, 
that we may quiet the Clamours and Fears of jealous Souls,” and en- 
courage men to a right eſteem and reſpect of our truly Religious 
., King, and totheduties that tend to his preſervation and ours, from 
+. the Furyand Malige of our irreconcilable Enemies : I ſhall firſt give 
OM 

$ my Reader a ſhort Narrative of ſeveral Inſtances obſeryable in our 
| Princes Reign, of his love to his People, of his gracious Diſpoſition, 
and of his ſincerity and care n the preſervation of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion: 2. I ſhall examine what Duties our own intereſt, and the 
preſent condition of the Nation, in relation to our Enemies abroad 
and at home require from us. . 

Never any Prince hath ſuffered more from Rebellious Subjefts than 
ours; never any more diſobliged,and more cruelly handled. By the late 
Civil Wars he was driven out of all his Inheritance, forced to ſeek 
for ſhelter in Forreign Nations, after that he had ſeen his Royal Fa- 
ther barbarouſly murthered, his Nobles and faithful Servants maſla- 


ſtred,and yet never any more merciful to his greateſt Enemies. When 


Kingdoms, and with him Religion and Peace, how gracious hath he 


of his : Nay in all his Majeſties ACtings, in relation to publick or 
private concerns, ſince his happy Reſtauration, we may all take notice 
of his rare and Chriſtian diſpoſition, and of his conſtant endeavours 
to oblige the Nation. At his firſt appearance upon the Throne of 
England, of his own accord he granted a General ACt of Oblivion, 
toſilence all our fears, to ſtop the mouth of our Jealouſies, to prevent 
the ative malliceof ſome men, to ſecure our lives and fortunes, to 
heal up all National Wounds which had been bleeding too long, 
and ſertle that Peace and Tranquillity which we have enjoyed at home 
ever ſince. His juſt reſentment might have taken notice of thoſe who 
had enriched themſelves with the Plunder. of his people, and the 
SpoilÞf his Imperial Crown : The laws of Retalliation would have 
juſtified the Sequeſtration of the Sequeſtrator's ill-gotten |Goods 
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cred, his Friends and Relations perſecuted, and their Eſtates ſeque-. 
God was pleaſed to reſtore his Sacred Majeſty to his Throne and. 
ſhewn himſelf to his fierceſt Perſecutors. He hath not diminiſh'd any | 


thing of their Eſtates, who endeayour'd to take all from him. He | 
hath not attempted upon their Lives, who labour'd to deprive him. 


but his Majeſty's Wiſdom and Goodneſs ſmothered all his Diſplea- 
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ſures ina gracious Pardon, and gave, to the peace and quietneſs of h' 
People, thoſe Eſtates and Riches which he might have juſtly and lav 
fully taken to himſelf by a due Execution of Juſtice. He was content 
to loſe the great advantages which Divine Providence pur into his 
hands, out of a ſpecial regard to the good of the Nation, and, in Imi- 
tation of his Royal Father, (that couragious Martyr) act in this oc- 
caſion more like a good Chriſtian, than like a powerful King. 

Amongſt all the Princes mentioned in holy or prophane Literature, 
I ind none fo gracious, ſo merciful, and ſo ready to forgive offences, 
as ours hath been : I find none more provok'd by the Cruelty and Re- 
bellion of his Subjects, and none fo willing to ſpare the lives of Of- 
fenders. Awugnſius the Emperour, in whoſe peaceable Reign the 
Prince of Peace, the Lord Jeſus was born, was dignified by the Roman 
Senate with this Hononrable Title, The Father of the People, becauſe 
he was of an admirable diſpoſition : But we all know how cruel his 
Triumvirate was, and the beginning of his Empire was ſtained with 
the blood of the Nobleſt Families of Rome. Ulpius Trajanus was an 
excellent Prince, not guilty of the extravagancies of his Predeceſlors, 
and yet he could not pardon the offences of his Subjects without a 
bloody Compenſation. His Succeſlor Adrianus was fo merciful, that 
he offered his Diadem to a Noble Traytor, who had harbour'd the ig- 
noble thought of murdering his Prince ; yet in ſeveral occaſions he 
gave liberty to his Paſſion and Revenge to ſpill the blood of the guil- 
ty. Likewiſe amongſt the people of God, who more Religious and 
devout than Davia, a Man after Gods own Heart ; yet his Vengeance 
would not ſuffer the gray hairs of Foah and Shimes togo down in 
peace to their Graves, though the latter had acted againſt him but with 
his Tongue whereas many of this Nation , whoſe Hands and 
Tongues, if not their Hearts, have been ating againſt our merciful 
Prince, have been pardoned, ſuffered to enjoy their Eſtates in peace, 
protetted by his Laws, and many of ability preferr'd and imployed. 
Though theſe kindneſſes have been done to private Perſons and Fami- 
lies, and they have chiefly reap'd the benefit of his Majeſties graci- 
ous Diſpoſition, the whole Kingdom is thereby obliged to his Majeſty, 
becauſe in the forgiveneſs of ſuch Offenders, he hath had an Eye to 


* the Publick good, peace and fatisfattion of all his Subjects, rather 


than to his juſt Reſentment. Moſes was a Meek Man, yet how many 
hundreds and thouſands were made Examples of his Juſtice, and Gods 
Wrath, for their Rebellions ; few or none pardoned. Conſtantine the 
Great, the firſt Chriſtian Emperour's Name is ſacred in the memo- 
ries of men; he forgave lus Enemies, advanced Religion, incouraged : 
Piety, 


Fg 
(83 
Piety, yet he imbrued his Fatherly hands in the blood of his own 
Son and Heir Cr:ſpus, upon the ſulpition of a Rebellion. Theodvſius the 
Emperour wasa brave and an excellent Prince, yet the Inhabitants of 
Antioch complain of the promiſcuous killing of their Citizens in the 
Emperours rage. Juſtinian, the Law-giver of the World, could not 
give Laws to his own paſſions, nor ſave Bell:ſamius and Narſes, his 
two great Generals, from the cruel hands of his Empreſs Theodora. 
I might run over all the Hiſtories of former times, from the beginning 
of the World to this day, and mention to you the nobleſt, the rareſt, 
and moſt merciful Princes in forreign Nations, and in this, yet I dare 
affirm, and do offer my ſelf to prove from a certain knowledge of the 
Hiſtories of the World, that I may ſay I have perus'd, that there was 
never any King, or Soveraign Prince, neither in Ergland, nor elſe- 
where, who hath been ſo gracious, ſo compaſſionate and merciful to 
his People, as our King Charles; neither hath any Reign been more 
free from ſhedding of blood; never any Government more mild and 
happy; neverany Prince leſs ruled by violence and intereſt, nor more 
govern'd than himſelf, by that Sacred Maxim of his Royal Father; 
The ſetled Laws of theſe Kingdoms are the moſt excellent Rules a King can 
COVETNA OY» 
x Where are the Widows and Orphans amongſt us that can complain 
of the unjuſt murder of their Relations ? Where 1s the Family ruined 
by the Confiſcation of its Eſtate and Patrimony ? Where can we meet 
with any particular inſtance of his Majeſties over-ruling the ordinary 
courſe.of Law and Juſtice. Henry the VIII. and our former Kings, 
would/ſometimes give place to wrath, anger, and revenge; and their 
Wills ſometimes took the place of Laws: But where can we meet 
with any ſuch Example in our days? Where is there a perſon cither 
Condemned, or Executed, or deprived of an Eſtate, by our Princes 
Command alone? Many have received their Lives and Eſtates from 
him, which had been forteited by Law ; but to.this very day, none e- 
ver loſt either Lives or Fortunes to gratifie his Majeſties will and plea- 
{ſnre ; even in this late wicked Plot againſt his Royal Perſon, he hath 
not puniſh'd any man but by courle of Law. 
Is not this a happineſs for all the Ergl;ſh SubjeCts, for Poor and 
Rich, to live under ſuch a reaſonable Government, and gracious a Go- 
'vernour, and where Law and Equity, Juſtice and Conſcience {way the 
Scepter, where Power and the Regal Authority are never uſed, but in 
vindication, and for the execution of righteous Laws; though the 
Papiſts never intended to obſerve any meaſures of Reaſon, Conſcience 
or Homanity with his Majeſties Perſon and People, but in a ſecret and 
private 
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private way intended to fillthe Land with Afaſſinationsand Murders ; 
nevertheleſs, he obfervesa Legal Method, and proceeds againft them 
by fuch means as are juſtifiable before God and Man : His Majeſty de- 
livers them over toa Court of Judicature, to have a fair Tryal for 
their Lives ; he ſuffers them to anſwer for themſelves, and leaves 


them toan impartial 7«dge and Fury. In forreign Nations ſuch Ene- 


mies .of the Publick Satety would have been pull'd in pieces, as the 


DeWitts; cut down and mangled by the rude Rabble, as Sejamus at 
Rame, and the Aflaſlins of the Princeof Orange, and of Henry the 111. 
of France, and-many others: They would not have had the patience to 
ſee them alive, who had refolred upon do cruel a defign, as to -murder 
the King and his People without-caufe : But the World fees the mode- 
ration of our Engliſh Natures, the Excellency of thePrinciples of our 
Religion, and the Juſtice of our King, who is willing to make his moſt 
deſperate Enemies ſenſible of it in their own perſons, without any 
paſlion, which hath never carried him to act againft them, but inare- 
gular way. And though ſome of them had forfeited their Eftates by 
Law, and it had been but apiece of Juſtice to reduce their Poſterity to 
poverty, who intended to make ſo many poor Families in this Land ; 
yet tothe Eternal praiſe of his Majelty be it ſpoken, he hath not at- 
tempted to take ought of their Eſtates, but hath reſtored ſince his 
Reftauration, to the Children of many Rebels, Traytors, and Regi- 
cides, the Patrimonies belonging to their Fore-fathers, it is therefore 
a moſt unreaſonable Aſperſion, and a wicked Slander , proceeding 
from the Shop of /pnatins, and his bloody Jeſuits, to repertany thing 
amiſs of his Majelties moſt Excellent Government : As Mr. Oats hath - 
very well taken notice, it hath been the deſign of thoſe Troublers -of 
Peace, to make us ſtand in fear of an Arbitrary Government; and to 
faſten upon his Majeſty, and his proceedings, the moſt abuſive Lyes : 
But let any man run over the paſlages of his good Reign, he ſhall have 
no cauſe to ſuſpeCt what there is not the leaſt colour to believe. 

The ſuſpitions and jealouſies in relation to Religion, are as plainly 
{ſcandalous and unlikely; it is ſufficiently known, how zealous his Ma- 
jelty bath always been inthe profeſſion of the true Proteſtant Religi. 
on from his Infancy : It was the Advice of his Royal Father, Above 
all, I would have you, as I hope you are already, well grounded and ſetled in 


your Religion; the beſt Profeſſion of which I have ever eſteewd that of the 


Church of England - In this I charge you to perſevere, as coming neareſt to 
Goas Word for Doftrine, and tothe Primitive Examples for Government. 
According to this direftion our King hath behaved himſelf ſo, that 
neither fear, fayour, nor intereſt, could eyer dray him from —_— 

1gion, 


ligion. In his Baniſhment his Majeſty alone knows the-greatneſs of 
| his Tryals, ,and we and all the World the conſtancy of his mind. 
| _ __.} Here the whole World might have: ſeen the Religion of King 
| "ith the Il. Neither the loye nor glory of a Crown, nor the ho- 
noutf of the World, nor the advantages of Life could prevail upon 
. him to waver in the leaſt from that excellent Religion and Faith, for 
which the King his Father ſpilt his blood, and which Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles have recommended to us; or to accept of the Popiſh Super. 
ſtitions : And ſince his Majeſties return to his Honour and Dignity, 
which may be look'd upon as a Reward of his Fidelity, as a_glorious 
and honourable acknowledgment of Divine Providence of our Prin- | 
ce's faithfulneſs to the Profeſſion of the true Proteſtant Religion, and 
a Teſtimonial from God himſelf of his reality in his Faith, (afficiently | 
evidenced to all the World by the wonderful Circumſtances of his hap- 
Py Reſtauration. I ſay, ſince his Majeſties return, - how many plain and 
undoubted Teſtimonies hath he given us of his ſincerity in the Prote- 
ſtant Profeſſion and Reſolution, to maintain-it in his Kingdoms againſt 
all Diſſenters and Oppoſers. - His Royal Father left him this Charge - 
I do require and intreat you, as your Father and your King, that you never 
ſuffer your Heart toreceive the leaſt check againſt, or diſaffettion from the 
true Religion eſtabliſh'd in the Church of England : I tell you, I have tried | 
it, and after much ſearch, and many diſputes, have concluded it tobe the beſt © | 
in the World ;, not only in the Communtty as Chriſtian, but alſo in the ſpecial 4 
Notion, as reformed, QC. 
Therefore as ſoon as he was ſettled by the advice of his Loyal Parli- 
ament, he reſtored the Orders and Government of the Church of Eng- 
land, which in the approved juggment of the King his Father is the ' 
belt in the World, becaule it is the moſt conformable in Doctrine and 
Practice, to Chriſt, his holy Apoſtles, and and the Primitive Church, 
as he expreſly declares: And to ſecure this moſt excellent Religion 
the better, by removing all the cauſes of diſlention, and Obltacles that 
ſeem'd to hinder ſuch as had received contrary Principles from em- 
bracing it, the Kings Majeſty yielded to an amendment of certain 
hings which gave offence. What could have been deſired more from 
« generous and a gracious Prince, than was then granted in complyance 
.--ith the peoples weakneſs and miſtakes? The Nation was then, 
..hrough the diſorders that had been in Church and State, fplit into 
nany pieces, and fad diviſions: Mens judgments were poſleſſed with 
unreconcileable Prejudices and ſtrange Principles,in oppoſition to the 
Church of England, which they would not. nor could not ſpeedily over- : 
come.It was therefore judged convenient to grant them time,and yet to 1 
cſta- 
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eſtabliſh thoſe Laws as might both declare to the World His Majeſties 
conſtancy in the true Proteſtant Religion, and direCt themthat were 
Diſſenters to embrace it. Examine but the Royal Proclamations, and 
the Acts of Parliament, and ſee what they ſay, and it will plainly ap- 
pear, that the Kings Majeſty never had any deſign, fince his Corona- 
tion, nor before, but to ſettle, protect, favour, and maintain, ac- 
cording to his Royal Promiſe, 'the true Proteſtant Religion of the 
Church of Ergland, as it was eſtabliſh'd in Queen Elizabeth's, King 
Zames's, and his Martyred Father's days. 

And if notwithſtanding, out of his royal goodneſs and wiſdom, the 
Laws againſt Papiſts were not always ſtrictly put in Execution, it was 
becauſe the neceſlities of the Kingdom, and the good of the Publick 
did ſo require it, for the preſervation of Peace, and the better ſettle. 
ment of the Truth. Fire and Sword are not always ſeaſonable againſt 
Diſlenters in Religion: It belongs to a King to mitigate his Laws, 
and ſuit them to Times and Caſes: He is not always bound to 
obſerve them in all their rigour and exaCtneſs, neither doth ſuch 
proceedings conſiſt-with the general good and happineſs of a King- 
com; though the furious zeal of inconliderate Subjects may ſometimes 
wiſh for the contrary. But, as in diſtempered Bodies the Phyſician 
doth not always obſerve the ſame Rules of his Art, nor apply the ſame 
Remedies; but changeth and altereth them according to the Diet, Hu- 
mour, Pulſe, Country, Air, and other Circumſtances of the Patient : 
Soit becomes a wiſe Prince to handle the Diſtempers of Church and 
State, in ſuch a manner as may anſwer the univerſal good, the chief 
end of Government, and prevent the increaſe of the Diſeaſe. It is 
therefore a grand preſumption, for every petty Fellow, and ignorant 
Mechanick, to exclaim againſt his Superiours Actions in ſuch a caſe, 
when he is not capable to underitand the great Reaſons of State that 
govern them. 

Beſides, the Papiſts did ſcemingly expreſs their Duty and Allegiance 
tothe King, out of a deſign as it is now ſuppoſed by fome, when he 
was in his Baruſhment, when many Proteſtants were unable to do him 
ſcrvice, but with their Prayers and Wiſhes. After his happy return, 
could he do any thing leſs than grant them ſome freedom under his good 
Government, for which many of them had takenup Arms againſt Re- 
b:llion? It was but juſt, whiles they confined their Religion within 
their own Breaſts, and profelled to live as peaceable SubjeCts, and quiet 
in their Offices and Eſtates, that they ſhould reap ſome of the Fruits, 
and taſte of the ſweetneſs of that Reign, for which many of them had 
ventur'd their Lives and Fortunes. As they had a ſhare inthe ſuffer-- 
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10%, it was but juſt that they ſhould have alſoa ſhare in the happinefs 
that ſucceeded : As they have been cogcerned in his Majeſties Calami- 
ty, Reaſon and Conſcience obliged him at firſt to iiffes them to: have 
an [ntereſt in his Reſtauration and happineſs, "Lis is ſufficient to ju- 
ſtifie our Kings gracious Proceedings towards the Papilts. from all jea- 
louſie and ſuſpicion, and to make. itappear that tis Grants. and Allow- 
ances proceeded not from. any approbatian of the Popul. Idolatries.and 
Superſtitions, but from a Principle of Juſtice ; not from. an allowance 
of” their Religion and Abominations,, but of their Perſons, and 
faithfulneſs to. him in his diſtreſs, whick had obhged him. inrequital 
to ſhew them ſome favour, 

And not only to.theny, his. Majeſty hath.given. ſeveral Expreſſions of 
Royal goodneſs, but alſo.to all Difſenters, from, the Religion. of the 
Church of Eng/and. Though the Laws are ſevere. again{t Coaven- 
ticles, and Conventiclers, whiles they-are peaceable and not mutinons; 
thqugh their Practices are gf ill conſequence, and not azrecable with: 
Lazy, yet ſo great 1s his. congdeſcention as. to luffer them in their way, 
without dilturbing thgir Meetings, according to:this. ( hriſtian Speech: 
which hath been otiten heard. from-his. Majelty. 7 wull never trouble any 
for his Conſcience, but.let no. Map.trouble, ner qiſiurb my Government. 

If the Papiſts. had-not plotted the Nations ruine, and: agreed toge- 
ther to. murder, bath Prince and; Peaple, thay might have yet. continu- 
ed freely in the. enjayment- of their Religion, and of. as much privi- 
ledge as they,could reaſonably deſire under. the Government of ſo fa- 
vourablea Monarch. No perſqn would:have dream'd to diſturb them 
in their Privacies and ſecret Devotions: They, might have lived and 
died, without. any. fear of the Execution of the Laws, in the fruition of 
their Eſtates and Places; with as much liberty as the Proteſtants them- 
ſelves. We all began to look upon them with kindneſs, to eſteem 
them as our Brethren and good Countrymen, and to favour them in 
many reſpects : But. how ſtrangely have we been miſtaken and deceived, 
let the World judge. However this is our comfort, that their malice 
and bloody deſigns intended againſt us. were cauſeleſs, and without 
any Provocatian on our parts. Neither his ſacred Majeſty, nor any of 
his people did ever before give them any diſtaſte, but in harmleſs Di- 
ſputes 3 in which they had as much freedom to an{wer as any Prote- 
ſtant Divine. 

But when this helliſh Plot broke out, to our great amazement, it can- 
not be judged unreaſonable if they are reſtrained by Authority, and 


the ancient Lawsrevived againſt theſe new Traytors, that offer for 


Religion to riſe in Arms_ againſt their. Ring-and. Country. It rune 
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be thonght vnrte#fohable if their Leaders, ahd the Chieſtains of their 
Rebellion beſcured, that they may tot put in praCtice thoſe Inhu- 
ran purpoſes ufito which they had ehcouraged their filly Profelites. 
It cannot be thought wnjuſt, if Goverfholirs and People require from 
them fecurity for their good behaviour for the time to come, and 
ſuch Oaths as may- oblige them to a peaceable Behaviour, if any 
ſich there be that hath that good influence upon their wide Conſcien- 
ces and licentious Principles. 

His Majelties care to prevent the miſchiefs which they intended 
againſt us, our Retigion, and Nation, hath been anſwerable to and 
no Ie{$ thai his favonr ahd goodneſs to them before. Truth, this 
Conſpiracy is ſo hainous, that at the firſt Relation it may not ſeem 
ſtrange, if a good Prince, who is as much perſwaded of his peoples 
Aﬀe&ion for him, as he knows his love and mindfulneſs of their wel- 
fare and ſafety, could not eaſily believe it ; it being ſounlikely an At- 
rempt, [that Poſterity may look upon this Plot, as ſome in our days 
do upon the Gurn-Powder-Treaſon, as upon a Romantick Story, or a 
Politick Invention, of a Stite-Trick, and give no more credit to it 
than to the Hiſtories of Grand Crus, or of G«yof Warwick, or of 
Amadis de G aule. | 

In a matter of ſogreat a moment, it did become a Prince of Rea- 
ſon, Judgmeriit, and Wildom, to weigh the Teſtimonies, examin 
the Circumſtances, and conſider all Particulars, before he ought to 
paſs a determinate Sentence in this Caſe. But now the Evidences are as 
plain as the Sun,now that it appears that this Barbarity was really har- 
boured in the breaſts of ſome of the Popiſh Party ; now that we ſee 
their Malice and Cruelty written with the indelible Characters of the 
innocent Blood of an eminent Magiſtrate and Martyr, whoſe only | 
Crime was that he knew theirs, and their horrid Proceedings; now 
that we ſee, by his unexpected Murder, what our King and People 
were to receive from the mercileſs hands of theſe men, whocan deny 
it ? Certainly God hath infatuated their Wicked Counfets for the good 
of our People, Nation, and Religion, and ſuffered their furious 
Zeal to begin one Tragedy which they intended ſhould have afted 
many more. But py bo Cruel Murder they have given us a clearer 
Proſpect of their Diabolical Deſigns, and allarm'd us all in defence 
of our Perſons, King, and Country, againſt ſuch future Inhumani- 
ties: They have hereby lifted up the Mask, and ſhewn to all the Na- 
tion the fearful Features of their diſguiſed Religion, and declared to 
us all what Mallice and Cruelty governs them, what Wickedneſs they 
would commit, if Power and A were in their hands. O Bar- 

2 barous 
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barous Impiety ! Could you offer to ſtrike at a Breaſb full of tender. 
neſs and affection for your perſons ? Could you attempt upon a life 
upon which depends all our lives ang fortunes ? Your Inhumanity is 
the more inexcuſable, and not to be parallell'd amongſt the Turks and 
worſt of Infidels, whoſe Principles ſuffer them not to be wicked to their 
Benefactors. 

This CircumſpeCtion of our merciful Prince deſerves our Eternal 
Praiſes, rather than the Abuſes of diſaffected people. Why ſhould 
the Papiits plot againſt his lite, for being our Friend ? This is an 
Injuſtice guilty of the moſt grievous folly and palpable miſtakes, pro- 
ceeding from [gnorance, and the not obſerving the great care that his 
Majeſty hath taken to diſcover and prevent all the miſchiefs intended 
azainſt usand his Government; for, upon the firſt Diſcovery of the 
Plot his Majeſty gave ſpeedy Orders to his Privy Council to proceed in 
the Examination of this great buſineſs: According to his Royal Com- 
mands they fate regularly twice every Week to ſift out the matter, 
and when they found the truth of it by undoubted Circumſtances, 
they ſent to apprehend divers of the Conſpirators; examin'd them 
ſeverally to ſift out the matter ; afterwards they committed others to 
Cuſtody; uſing in this and all other Proceedings all the Care and Se- 
creſie immaginable. All perſons chiefly concerned or ſuſpeCted were 
ſought for; and as many as were found were ſent to Priſon, to be 
tryed according to the Order of Law. lt is true, our people laid not 
violent hands upon them: We did not tear them in pieces as they 
went about, nor diſ-member them upon bare ſuſpicions of Treaſon : 
We did not mangle their Bodies, nor exercile our rage upon theſc 
Hloody men. 

The Proceedings of our King and Council were agrecable with the 
Rules of Humanity, Reaſon, and Equity. The Malefactors were 
{ecured, and delivered over into the hands of Juſtice, to be treated 
according to the Laws of the Land. They had fair Tryals for their 
lives; menof Conſcience and Worth judged them Guilty by moſt 
undeniable Teſtimonics : They had liberty to anſwer for themſelves, 

and to defend their own Cauſe : They were heard with patience and 
Chriſtian moderation; and there was nothing acted againſt them, 
Hut was ſuitable to Chriſts precepts and his Holy Goſpel. IF all the 
Proceedings be obſerved, we ſhall find nothing more reaſonable, no- 
thing more Chriſtian and juſt, than the Actions of our King and Su- 
periours in this Caſe. They are ſufficiently juſtified from all ſuſpi- 
cions of Cruelty on one hand, and fromall neglect or carleſneſs on 
the other. Can the Papiſts now find fault, if they are abridged in ſome 


reſpects 
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reſpects from that liberty which they intended to abuſe in ſo wicked 
a Plot ? Canthey blame our Goyernours, for ſeeking ſo carefully to 
reſerve themſelves, the King's Majeſty, his Dignity, Government, 
and Religion, from their Inhumanities ? And on the other ſide, to fa- 
tisfie all the Engliſh Subjefts, let us obſerve the care and diligence of 
his Majeſty, and of our Governours, to {ecure the Nations peace from 
Popery and the Conſpirators. 

After the Plot was fully diſcovered, his Majeſty re-inforced his 
Guards, and gave liberty to the Trained-Bands to ſtand up in their 
own defence ; Care was allo taken to ſecure and ſeize upon all ſuſpected 
perſons. About this time the Pap:ts thought to have ſmuthered the 
noiſe of the Plot, inthe Death and Blood of a diligent [nquirer into 
their proceedings, Sir Eamundbury Godfrey, whom they inhumanely 
murdered. When he was miſling divers Reports were raiſed, and 
Slanders faltened upon him: They that were guilty of this black 
Crimeendeavoured to make us believe the greatelt Improbabilirties z 
That he hadkill'd himſelf, &c. But the manner of his lying, with all 
the Circumlitances, coavinc'd the Coroner and Fury, alliſted by Chy- 
rurgions on purpoſe, that he had been baſely and inhumanely murder'd. 
The boldneſs and deſperateneſs of this Villany awaken'd the whole 
Nation, and cauſed his Majeſty immediatelyto fend forth his Royal 
Proclamation, for the ſeeking out and finding the Actors in this In- 
humane murder, commanding them to give intelligence of all ſuch 
Diſcoverics to one of the principal Secretaries of State: Forſtheir 
greater encouragement, five hundred pounds were promiſed to them, 
with a Pardon, if the Diſcoverer were any ways guilty. I cannot 
tere exprels what diſpleaſure his Majeſty received, how ſenſible he 
was at the loſs of ſo uſeful a Sabject, who dyed for his care and dili- 

ence in the Service of his Prince and Country. The Vertues and 
Excellency of his perſon, the Integrity.of his Behaviour, his Good- 
neſs, Piety, Prudence, and Diſcretion in hisPlace and Calling, caus'd 
his Majeſty, and all that knew him to mourn for him. But the baſeneſs 
of his Murder, the Treachery of his Aſſaſſins, the Marks of their 
Cruelty left upon his dead Body, call'd tor Vengeance from man as 
well as from God; which every good Subject was ſo much the more 
concerned to ſee executed upon the bloody Butchers, in regard of 
their impudency, and the boldneſs of the Attempt, wilfully to betray 
and murder an innocent perſon, a famous Juſtice of Peace, ina 
Royal Pallace; a Juſtice known to his Majeſty by his great Services, 
and to all the City by his good behaviour and Religions life: To mur- 


der 11m within the protection of the Guards; and having carryed his 
Body 


(14) 


Body wato the Fields, and caſt it away as a Dog, to endeavour next to 
murderhis Name and Reputation with vile Standers. All theſe Cir- 
cumſtances could not but ſtir up the Juſtice of a pood Kinp, by the 
puniſhmentof th2 Inhumane Villains, to ſecure other men from ſach 
like Inhumanities, and declare to all the World his ſorrow, grief and 
diſpkaſure for ſuch a barbarous Act. For the better finding out of the 
Murderers, his Majeſty cauſed a diligent enquiry and ſearch to be 
made, ſummon'd and commanded all his Officers and good Subjects 
to do che like: And when he was inform'd that ſome were willing to 
come in and reveal the Murder, but the fear of the Conſequences, as 
of the revengeful hand of the Friends, -or of the other Mnrderers, 
made them cautious how they indanger*'d themſelves : His Majeſty, 
for their incouragement, by a ſecond Proclamation, promis'd on the 
Word of aKing, That if any perſon ſhould ſpeedily make diſcovery, he 
ſhould not only receive the Reward of 500 |. and Pardon promiſed, but his 
Majeſty would take ſuch effefttual care for the ſecurity of ſuch Diſcoverer, 
as he ſhould in reaſon propoſe. What other ways and methods could be 
propoſed more likely to bring this Murder to light, and the wicked 
Varlets to their deſerved puniſhment ? They have by Gods goodneſs 
proved ſo effectual, that this Popiſh act of Inhumanity, with all its 
Circumſtances, 1s generally known, and fully underſtood. TT he guil- 
ty perſons were ſecur'd; ſearch, and a diligent enquiry was made for 
them that were fled ; Green, Hil, and Berry were trycd, found guilty, 
condemned to be hang'd : Which Sentence was accordingly executed 
upon them; two ſuffer*'d upon the 21. of Febr. Berry was Reprieved 
for a few days, but is now executed alſo. 

During his Majeſties moſt peaceabie Reign, as he hath always ex- 
preſied an abhorrency of the ſhed:ling of Innocent Blood, ſo he hath al- 
ways been diligent and careful to ſec to the due execution of the Laws 
vpon bloody-minaed men, and to cauſe his Juſtice to take away the 
Lives of thoſe who cannot ſuffer his good Subjects to live in peace. 
As in this occaſion his Juſtice hath been remarkable to the whole Na- 
tion, his Piety towards God, and care for the preſervation of the 
Proteſtant Religion, in other' reſpects, have been no leſs viſible ; for 
conſidering the number. the power and devilliſh ſubtilties of our Ene- 
mies; and that therefore without Gods 2oodnefs, protection, and 
watchfulncſs over us, we are in continual danger to be oppreſs'd by 
our. Vigilant and malicious Adverſaries, his Majeſty by a Proclamati- 
on called npon all his good Proteſtant Subjects, to humble themſelves 
before God, to aſcribe to him the glory of all our Deliverances, to 


amend fincerely our lives, and put our ſelves into-fuch a diſpoſition, as 
may 
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may reafonadly expect Gods prote&tion for the time to conte-:: & me- 
thed always obſery'> by good 'Kings art Prinees, when their Enenvfes 
were numerous and great. Queen Heſter ſent” to: Moratreni, and! the 
Fs, to hnmble themſelves before God when: Hamm's Conſpiracy 
was difcover'd and known. The King of Nineveh commanded a ge. 
neral and a ſtrict Faſt within his Dominions,. when' Zonab foretold the 
Judzment- of God'by Fire that was: ro conſume thar finfeP City :: And 
David, Hezthiah, and Foſtah, and all the good'Rings: of Zara, took the 
fame courſe to divert Gods approaching Judgments: Andas their 
Prayers and Humiliation proved effectual, fo as to prevail upon the 
govdneſs of God, and oblige to withdraw the: Sword of his Juſtice 
ſkretch'd out over their heads : So- likewiſe F hope God'will forgive 
the great ſins of this Nation, preſerve his Majeſty in proſperity and 
health, many and many years, and keep his Royal! Perſon; antlus all, 


from the bloody hands of all Papiſts. 
a wir of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey this Plot appear'd' ſo plain, 


and with fomany hainous and dreadfn{ Circumſtances, that every one 
was fully convinc'd of the reality of this Helliſh' Defign'; which ,.if 
not prevented in time, would have drown'd. us all in Riyers of out 
own, blood. To hinder therefore all ſequels of the Plot, and take 
from the Papriſts the power and opportunity of putting any part of it 
in execution, his Majeſty on the 3oth of Oob. iſſues out his Royal 
Proclamation, to command all Popiſh Recuſarits to depart from White- 
Hall, Somerſet-Houſe , S. James's, the Cities of London and Weſtmin- 
ſter, and not to come within ten miles of theſe places. By this means 
his Majeſty hath provided for the ſecurity of his Royal Perſon; he 
hath hinder'd our Enemies from meeting together in numbers; he 
hath broke the Neck of all Popiſh Reſolutions, Conſultations, Tu- 
mults and Rebellion in the City, or near his Royal abode. And leſt 
they ſhould gather together in any conſiderable numbers in the Coun- 
try, and raiſe there any ſtirs, to the diſquietneſs of his Majeſties 
Subjeas and Government, by another Proclamation of the 10th of 
Novemb. his Majeſty firſt declares his knowledge and perſwaſion of 
the dangerous and wicked Plots and Deſigns of.Popiſh Recuſants againſt 
his Perſon and Government, tending to the ſubverſion of the true 
Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſhed by Law within this Realm : And then 
he ſtrictly commands all his Subjects , being above the age of 16 
years, if they be, or ſhall be lawfully Convifted, to repair to their 
ſeveral abodes, and not to paſs above five miles from thence, upon pain 
that the Offenders ſhall loſe all their Eſtates moveable and immoyeable. 


And becaule ſome Popiſh Recuſants have eſcap'd Convittion, through 
the 
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the Indulgence and favour of his Majeſties Officers, he is pleas'd ts 
command all ſuch as ſhall be reputed Popsſh Recuſants, though not Cons, 
victed, if they obey not his Royal Orders, that they ſhall be puniſh- 
ed, by tendring to them the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy ; and 
in caſe of a retulal, that they ſhall be treated according to the ſeverity 
of the Laws in ſuch caſes provided. And further, if they. refuſe -obe- 
dience to this his Majeſties Royal Commands, the Juſtices are order*'d 
to ſignifie their Conrempt to my Lord Chancellour, who'is appointed 
to take that ſevere courſe which is agreeable with the Laws, and the 
Publick Safety : Only his Majeſty out of his Royal goodneſs is pleas'd 
to except ſuch as are hinder'd by ſickneſs, weakneſs of body, impri- 
ſonment, and ſuch as are baniſh'd ten miles from the Cities of London 
and Weſtminſter. 

By this Proclamation his Majeſty provides for the ſafety of his 
Subjects all over the Kingdom, and prevents the mallice of the Papiſts 
from breaking out in the Country at a diſtance, as it cated to 
break out in the Bowels of the City : Therefore they are hereby con- 
find within certain limits, and ſuch circumſpection is uſed, that thoſe 
who are willing to diſturb the Nation, ſhall not haye the leaſt power 
to effect their deſires and deſigns. * 

Though the Pap:ſfs of Note and Credit are generally accuſed for 
being acceſſary to, and acquainted with this Conſpiracy, his Majeſties 
Wiſdom, Chriſtian moderation and Juſtice , have endeavoured to ſe- 
cure none, but thoſe who are apparently guilty, and againſt whom 
there are evident proofs. On the reſt he lays ſuch InjunCtious and 
Commands, as may keep them in peace ; but thoſe he hath labourcd 
to find out, and bring to their deſerved puniſhments. 

And becauſe ſome of them were fled, his Majeſty by his Proclama- 
tion of the 20th of Novemb.charges them to come 1n to their Tryals be- 
fore the 1oth of Decemb. and juſtiſfie themſelves from the Crime laid 
to their Charge, of deſigning to deſtroy the Kings Royal Perſon, ſub- 
vert his Government, and root out the true Proteſtant Religion elta- 
bird by Law; His Majeſty declares, if they will not ſurrender 
themſelves, that they ſhall be declar'd guilty of High-Treaſon by 
Law, commanding all his Officers and Loyal Subjects to endeavour to 
fd out, and apprehend them ; and for their incouragement, hts Ma- 
jaſty promileth them 100 /. as aReward. And tor the better diſco- 
very of theſe Offenders, all Officers are Tommanded within their Pa- 
 1iſhes and Precins, to take the Names of all Popiſh Recuſants above 
;6 years of age, and to deliver a Lilt of them to the Julkicesof the 
Peace, who are ticreby ordered to lend-for them, and tender cw 
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the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy; and incaſe of a refulal, to 
bind them over to appear at the next Seſſions of the Peace, where they 
are to be treated according to Law. 

In the ſame Proclamation his Majeſty gives an Expreſs Command 
to all his Officers in the Country, to procecd without delay to difarn: 
all ſuch perſons as ſhall refuſe to take the Oaths ; and promiſeth alſo 
ten pounds to every one who ſhall find any conſiderabtc quantity of 
Arms in the houſes of any Poprſh Recuſant, to be paid to them by the 
Sheriff of that County. Order is there likewiſe given to all Officers 
upon the Sea-coaſts, to uſe diligence in the taking of Popiſh Prieſts, 
and of other Engliſh Papiſts coming in or going out of the Realm, and 
to carry them before a Juſtice of the Peace to take the Oaths ; which 
if they refuſe, they are to be ſent to Goal, and thzir Names tobe ſig- 
nified to his Majeſties Privy Council, that ſuch further courſe may be 
taken for the ſafety of his Majeſty, and of his Government, as to his 
Majeſties Royal Wiſdom ſhall be thought fit. 

The ſame day his Majeſty,having taken notice of the numbers and 
wicked atings of Popiſh —_ and Feſwirs diſguiſed within the Realm, 
with an intent not only to draw his Subjects from the true Proteſtant 
Religion to the Romiſh Taolatries, but alfo to ſet on foot divers trayte- 
rous Plots and Defigns againft his Majeſties Government, and the 
Proteftant Religion, was pleaſed by another Proclamation to charge all 
Magtiftrates, and other Officers, to uſe their utmoſt endeavour to diſco- 
ver, apprehend, and commit to ſafe Cuſtody, in orderto their Try- 
als, all Popiſb Prieſts and Jeſuits, and for the incouragement of every 
ſuch Diſcoverer , his Majeſty promifeth twenty pounds for every 
Prieſt or Feſuit apprehended, to be paid at. the time of the Appre- 
henſton. 

Fhe 7efuers and Popjſh Prieſts have always been the Popes Emiſlaries 
in England, and have had a hand in all che Wars and Diſturbances m 
the Land, ſince the Reformation: They have been i the Spies upon 
our Pablick Peace, Tranquility, Government , Church and State z 
therefore onr own prefervation calls upon us, to ſecure and treat 
them according to the Ancient Laws of the Realm , as our ſworn E- 
nemies, and the Difturhers of the Nations Peace. By this laſt Pro- 
clamation therefore, every one may ſee how careful Itis Majeſty hath 
been to ſecure ſuch wicked perſons, and deliver them over to Juſtice; 
to hinder all thetr evil deſigns and parpoſes, and defend his Subjects 
Lives, Religion, and Eſtates, from this and all other damnable Con- 
fpiracies. 

And becauſe in all Plots of this — when tle chief Ators are 

either 
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cer ſilent, or not apprehended, there remains ſomething ſecret 
which cannot eaſily come to light, for the better diſcovering of ſuch 
things, and the whole Deſign, with all its hainous and criminal cir- 
cumſtances, his Majeſty was plcas'd, on the 275th of Novemb. by ano- 
ther Proclamation, to declare and promiſe, That if any perſon would 
come in, and make any further diſcovery of the late horrid Deſign againſ} 
his Majeſttes Sacred Perſjm 1 Government, before the fifth day of De- 
cember , he ſhould have as a Reward a full Pardon, erther for being 
ewilty theregf, or for t1e concealment, and iwo hundred pouids in Money for 
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ſuch a diſcovery. 

Here are Rewarcs and Puniſhments, Promiſes and Threatnings, 
much vigilancy, circumſpcCtion, and care imployed by his moſt Excel- 
lent Majefty, tro ſecure us and our Religion from the wicked deſigns 
of onr Popiſh Enemies: Nothing that Wiſdom or Prudence can ſupg- 
geſt, hath been omittcd {or the Publick ſafety: And becaule the Fe- 
jaits Policy hath always invited over into their Schools, and Semina- 
rics ſeveral Gentlcmens C hi:dren, under a pretence of a better and 
a more ſpeedy Educaticr, and a greater Proficiency in Learning, bur 
purpoſely to infect them with their Poprſh Pranceples ard Religion, to the 
great prejudice of the Nation, as well as to the ruine of ſuch poor 
Souls, his Majcſty hath becn pleaſcd ſtrictly to forbid ſuch Tianſpor- 
tation for the time to come, becaule thele Perſons, when they are 
Trown vp to years of underſtanding, and have learn'd their Leſſon 
perfectly, they are fent back into England, as Saphs's Parrots and 
Birds were amongſt the Woods and Caves of Africa, upon the ſame 
Errand, to proclaim rhat the Pope he 35 God. T heſe Perſons are dan. 
gerousto Religion andthe Publick ſafety, for they are like Sampſor's 
Foxes, they ſpread the Fire every where 1n this Field of England ; 
they borrow from bcyond the Seas that ſubtilty, which together with 
the conrage and ſtrength of Reſolution, natural to our Nation, ren- 
ders them the moſt fiery and deſperate Encmies of our Religion and 
Government, and carries them to the boldeſt Attempts againſt the 
Lives of our Kings and Princes: Of this number were Pool, Campran, 
Garnet, Piercy, Catesby, and others of the ſame Principles. 

To prevent ſuch Evils for the time to come, and hinder our Engliſh 
Gentry from Popiſh and Feſuitical Infeftion, the Kings Majeſty ſent 
out his Proclamation on the 8th of Fanuary, to command home all 
{uch young perſons as are in forreign Seminaries, and their Parents 
or Guardiansto ſend for them ſpeedily, promiſing his gracious Par- 
don for their former offence, if they return according to his Majeſties 
Order ; forbidding, for the future; any ſuch perſons to be ſent _ 
| thoſe 
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thoſe Forreign Schools of Papiſls, and their Parents and Guardians 
to ſend them any relief: Belides, his Majelty declares in this Procla- 
mation; That he exp:&s due obedience to this Command, and that 
ſuch as (hall diſobey thall be puniſh'd according to Law, as well as de- 
ſerve his high diſplealure. 

Here are ſeveral Proclamations in which all the ways and methods 
that can be imagined, to prevent the growth, the machinations and 
wicked deſigns of Popery, are carefully obſerved. All that may or 
can conduce to the lettiement and lecurity of the Proteſtant Religion, 
and the preſent Government is eſtabliſhed and commanded, The 
Papiſts are baniſhed from Court, diſarmed in the Country, confin'd 


to their Dwellings, bound to their good behaviour; their Children 


are commanded away from Popiſh Schools, their Prieſts and Feſwits 
are ſought for and impriſoned, penalties and rewards are promiſed 
and threatned for to encourage the Execution of the Laws, What 
reater Teſtimony of his Majeſties Sincerity to our Religion,” and 
care of our Welfare, canwe with for* What means more effetual 
could be employed for that good purpoſe? What other Orders and 
Commands can we imagin ſeaſonable and fit to ſecure our. ſelves from 
Papiſts or Popery? Bur if theſe Commands and Proclamations have 
not met with an exact obedience in all reſpects and in all parts of the 
Land, I ſuppoſe it is the fault of ſomeprivate Officers, who prefer 
their Obligations to, and intimacy with Paps/?s, to the performance 
of their Princes Orders, and a due obedience to his Commands, I 
am perſ{waded no reaſonable people can jultly defirefroma good King 
greater allurances of his reality in the Proteſtant Profeſſion, and of his 
reſolution to maintain it, than we have always had. In his Majeſties 
molt gracious Speech, onthe 9th of Novemb. to the Lords and Com- 
mons, when his Majeſty went to thank them for their care of his 
ſafety, and preſervation in theſe times of danger; he aſlures them, 
That he ſtudies as much their preſervation, and promiſeth ro joyn with 
them in all the ways and means that may eſtabliſh a firm ſecurity of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion accorain? to their hearts deſire. In his time his Majeſty 
tells them that they need not fear, but' tor the time to come he Pro- 
miſeth to concur with them readily in all Bills and Afts which they will pre- 
ſent for the ſecurity of their Perſons and Religion, and deſires them to think 
of ſome more effettual means for the Convittion of Popiſh Recuſants. 1n the 
concluſion his Majeſty declares, Th.t be is ready to do any thing 
that may give comfort and ſatisfattion to all liis autiful and Loyal 
Subjetts. | 
ln theſe words his Majeſty's Royal Sincerity and candour in Reli.- 
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gion appears as. clear as the Sun in its ſplendour ; and no reaſonable 
Perſon candeſire greater Evidences of his care of his peoples ſafety, 
of his reſolution to maintain the Proteſtant Profeſſion, and to keep Po- 
pexy out of this Land, than his Majeſty hath lately given us. 

Likewiſe at the Prorogation of the laſt Parliament his Majeſty was 
pleaſed to tell them, That he would immediately enter upon disbanding the 
Army, and that he would let all the World ſee that there was nothing that 
be intended but for the good of the Kingdom, and for the ſafety of Relizi- 
on; That he would proſecute this Plot, and find out who were the Inſtru- 
ments in it. Andinthe Conchiſion his Majeſty promis'd, That he 
would take all the care that lay in his Power for the ſecurity of Religion, 
and the maintenance of it as it is now eſtabliſhed. 

Tg the ſame purpole his Majeſty declares inhis gracious Speech to 
both Houſes of Parliament Iatzly allembled, That for the publick good, 
and ſatisfattion of all his Subjetts, he had done many great things. 

Again, inorder toour ſafety, his Majeſty in that Speech offers +0 - 
confirm any new Law which they ſhall think ſezſonable or neceſſary for the 
ſecuring of the Kingdom againſt Popery : and allures them, That with hrs 
life - Majeſty will defend the Proteſtant Religion, and the Laws of this 
Kingaom: 

By theſe Gracious Words and Promiſes this wiſe and Loyal Par- 
liament is encouraged to act in order for their owa ſecurity as vigo- 
ouſly as they can. What nov can any Prince ſay or do mare in ſuch 
3 Caleas this? He hath endeavoured to ſecure Religion from Dome- 
ſtick Plots, and Forreign Attempts: He hath tet all Engines at 
work,and made it his whole and chief buſineſs to providz for our good, 
welfare, ſecurity, and the happineſs of -the Kingdom, according to 
the pious and Religious Examples of the Royal Martyr, his Maje- 
{ties Father, and of King Fame: his Grand-father, under whoſe Go- 
veraments theſe Riagdoms and true Religion have long flouriſhed in 
Peace, and would never poſlibly have been ſo much dilturbed with 
Wars, Tumults, and Civil Diſlentions, had it not been for the Fe- 
ſit; that thruſt themſelves amonglt us. King 7ames was ſenſible of 
their dangerous proceedings, therefore he enacted againſt them moſt 

wholeſome and jult Laws, which cauſed them to attempt often upon 
his Sacred Life.. For our late Royal Martyr, we know by whom he was 
condemned todye, before that Arch-Traytor and Uſurper Oliver and 
iis Butchers brought him to his Tryal. The moſt noble Family of 
the Stuarts, 1t ſeems, 1s not fit for their unjuſt and ſuperſtitious pur- 
poſes ; they have been the nurſing Fathers of Gods true Church a- 
monglt us z they have defended Religion againſt their Idolatries with 


their 
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their Swords, Pens, and Blood ; their noble and generous 
minds cannot ſtoop to acknowledge any other Superiour but 
God; _ will not yield to 'their -oruel purpoſes ; therefore 
thefe witked Traytors have alwayes laboured to cut off that 
maſt Religious Family: There canbe n> grearer Teſtimony 
of our King being a true Proteſtant, than this, that the Pope 
and his Paprſts have declared him to be their Enemy, and have 
{ought to deftroy him who is God's Anointed, and the belt of 
Priaces. 

By theſe wicked Deſigns, and reftlels endeavours, the Pepfts 
have from time to tyne drawn upon thernfelves the hatred of 
che Exe /ifh People, anger'd the Governours of the Church and 
State, and obliged them to enat Laws agamſt them,to reſtrain 
them from that Liberty which a great part of them never knew 
how to uſe with moderation and diſcretion in this Land. 

Their Proceedings and Attemprs are not only diſconſonant 
with the peaceable temper and bleffed Rules of Chriſts Religi- 
on, but {o barbarous and intiuman, that we may juſtly Sor 
what ſpirit of madne(s poſfeſſeth their Souls ; what cruel De- 
vil prompts them tofuch Actions, and makes them forpet all 
ſenſe of Humanity : The ſettlement of their Religion,which is 
their ordinary pretence to excuſe their Tragedies, may blind 
the Conferences of Fools ; but Men of any reaton may per- 
ceive a Human not a Divine End of their Ytltantes : The Popr, 
and Court of Reme, whoſe Agents the Feſuits are;eare as little 
for the Salvation of Exgliſh Souls, as i ſeems, they do for their 
Bodies, Were this Iſland a barren and a fruitleſs place, they 
would never take the pains to ſeek to ſubdue this Nation ; but 
they are longing to finger again the Fe#ey-pence, the Annmates, 
the Firſt fruus, the Revenues, and diſpoſe of the fat Beniefices 
of this Land : This 15 their ain and end + To come to” it they 
{et all Engines a-work, and dread not to pil Rivers-of inno- 
cent Blood. But did but the Exe hb Subjets, that are Paprfs, 
and ſo forward and zealous to promote -their Carhotith 
Cayſe, know the weight and unſvfferable-burdet- of the 
Pope's.Keys, did they but calbto mind the- Tyranny and _— 
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neſs of the former Popes in Enzlaxd, and the Groans 
of our Explfiſh Nation when Popery had the Command, 
they would never be {uch Fools to Om their lives to bring 
their Native Country to {ogreat a Bondage, which our Fore- 
tathers could never bear: Is it not a madneſs tor them that 
have a good King of their own, and a Jawtul Authority ap- 
pointed by God over them, to ſtrive to murder him, and all 
his Generation, and (et up a Pope, an /ta/ian, a Stranger, who 
never intends to Reign amongſt us 1n Perſon, but to govern 
us by his Cardinals and proud Legats, and who will g1Ve 
0 - Gina the leaſt ſhare of their Country, when 1n his hands ? 
Is it not a ſtrange madnels, tor Natives of England to feek to 
inthrall their Country to a Forreign Power, and the pleaſure 
of an Enemy ? Have they no other way to exerciſe their un- 
daunted Courages, but by maſlacring their Brethren and Kint- 
tolks, for the Luſt and benefit of Imperious 1talians, or Frexch- 
22e;? Muſt Religion be the Cloak for this Villany and Mad- 
nels ? God, whole Power and Providence have preſerv'd this 
Church, and our Princes from barbarous deſi igns of Reman 
Murderers, will I hope defend the Perſon and Life of our P1- 
ous, Gracious, Mercitul, and Chriſtian King, from all Popiſh 
Comſpiracits. I pray God to awaken all Chrittian Frinces into 

a ſenſe of 'the Popiſh Ulurpations, that they may ſhake off all 
yin Fetters of this /ta/zan Thraldom, the Bolts and Chains of 
the' Popes Bondage. 

There 1s an old Prophecy amongſt the Papiſts, which I have 
heard from ſome of their Doctors in the Schools, That an 
Enoli-man ſhall take the City of Rome, diflolve the Roman 
Church, and puta period to the Papzcy. It is certain, from 
the 17th and 12th Chapters of the Revelarions, that there is 
a time when God. will bring that proud City to ruine, and 
creat herin the ſame manner as ſhe hath treated other Nations ; 
who knows but God may raiſe up ſome brave Soul that may 
endeavour to free the-World,. and all Nations from ſo great a 
Plague, and {et at liberty {0 many Chriſtian Princes, that 


(care dare think ot delivering themſelves, for' fear of a R4- 
vailack, 
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wailack, a Stab, or a Cup of Poylon ? who knows but-- that 
Providence may pitch upon, and Commiſſion a Native of this 
Land to puniſh Rome for her Murders, Burnings, and Villanies 
committed by her Emiſlaries in our Cittes, more \than 'in any 
under the Sun, Iam certain this agrees with the methods of 
Gods proceedings -in the: World, as well as with his holy 
Word ; for in former Ages, the overthrow of Empires have 
been commonly brought to paſs, by thoſe Nations who have 
been moſt afflicted and diſtreſſed by them, 1n the times of their 
proſperity. 

In the mean while, as our good King hath been, and is yet 
vigilant and careful to protect us, our Religion, and Country, 
from ruine and deſtruction , as he neglects no labour, ſpares 
no coſt, declines no trouble nor pains for the general good of 
his People, for their ſafety, honour, and intereſt,” I think we 
are obliged by all the reaſon of the World, to make him ſome 
Returns, to aſſiſt him in ſo pious a work, as the Eſtabliſhment 
of Religion, and the ſecurity of tre Engliſh Nation, and to-de- 
mean our ſelves as thankful and dutitul Subjets. I ſhall not 
here mind you of the Commands of God, nor heap together 
paſſages of Scripture that tell us, that we muſt be ſubje& to 
the Powers, becaule there is no Power but of God; that they 
that re{ſt ſhall receive to themſelves damnation, that we muſt 
obey for Conſcience ſake , that we muſt love, honour, and re- 
{pe& him as Gods Vicegerent, ec. I ſhall only mind my Rea- 
der, what the preſent poſture of Aﬀairs, 1n relation to our own 
g00d, and his Majeſties vigilancy and care in providing for our 
ſafety, require from us ; and what preſent Obligations: we lye 
under, to perform thole things which both our Intereſt and 


Duty demand from vs. 

This Helliſh Conſpiracy of the Papsfs, that hath now. at 
laſt awaken'd us into a fenſe of our great danger, hath been 
many years contriving and deſigning ; as the Defign was pri- 
vately and ſubtilly laid, it was to be carnied on with vigour, 
and would hardly have wanted the aſſiſtance of forreign Prin- 
ces, and Armies: If the firſt Train had taken fire, this Church 

| and 
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amd State had beer infailibly blown up, and. caft into a Civil 
War: God kath. been merciful to us.1n the. dilcavery and pre- 
vention of. 1t, 

_ Butithe Perſons chiefly concerned, and the vaſt Treaſures 
heap'd'together for the carrying on of the Poptſh Deſigns, are 
. Not: like to fit and: remain 1dle after this difappointment ; 
our'proceed:ngs, and the Execution of the Inſtruments, will 
1-all probability oblige them to-take other meaſures. to carry 
on-their wicked purpoſes; with more (ecrelie than before , our 
' Diviſions and unreconcileablenel(s give them no {mall advan- 
tage and-1incouragement to'make freſh Attempts, which God 
of his Mercy fruſtrate : However, our Nation 1s not yet out of 
- danger by the death of a few Malefaftors , we have Enemies 
both at home and abroad, that watch for. and endeavour our 
. deſtruction : His Majeſty, you fee, hath imployed his utmoft 
- endeayour for our ſatety, lecurity, and happinels, and is yet 
reſolved to imploy all his power to-defend. and protect us, and 
- our Religion, from all Popith Defigns. It concerns us not to 
be idle, but in our ſeveral places to contribute to our own hap- 
pine(s.and preſervation, to give our athiting hand 'to our Re- 
ligious Prince, in ſo-blefled:a work as the ſettlement of our 
Religion and Government, chiefly in thele-particulars, which 
I ſhalt recommend to the peruſal and practice of all ſincere 
Proteftants, 

Firſt, Let. every one! of us in our ſeveral Places and Cal- 
lings,watc'r with diligenceover ourEne.mies deligns and mot1- 
- ons, at home-and; abroad , and mm all occurrences that we may 
juſtly ſuſpect ; let us carefully give Intelligence to Authority, 
rake heed of concealing, out of friendſhip or fear, relolutions 
and ations that are ominous to Prince or people: They that 
are abroad ir forreign Conrts, have. a great advantage to lc arn 
at Tranſactions, and underſtand the defignments of great Re- 
- volutions:; foriſuch werwmy manters-eanr- never. be fo. ſecretly 
intended; but they muſt be diſcovered to many, whoſe hands 
and affiſtrnces are acedful ro further and ady atice then. 

Secondly, Ler us alt return fo: His Majeſty the. Thibyts of 
| INCErE 


We 


Lows - 


(25) 
ſincere, and Loyal affections, out of a ſenle of his care of our 
welfare. The Crown of it-jelf is heavy, our Enepues render 
it heavier by their daily Conſpiracies 4 letus nor, 'who are trye 
Sutbjects, add more weight and trouble to the Crown.of our 
good King, by unrealonable jealoulies, and unreaſonable fears 
and murmurings ; but in our ſeveral Spheres, and accorging 
to our Abilities, let us alleviate as much as in us lies, fais Maje- 
ſties Burden: : And by all dutiful expreſſions of our love and re- 
pets diſcover to him our {enſibleneſs of his continual care of 
\ our fafety and welfare, TO + _—_ -- 
|! 3. Take heed we di{credit not his Authority, vilike hig Per- 
ſon, or dithonour his Government, by any wicked and {lan- 
derous Reports, of our own, or- others invention; -for this: 
kind of Ingratitude which his Majeſty never;delery'd. from the 
| Hands of his Proteſtant Subjects, nor any others, will breed 1ll 
blood amongſt the People, ' and afflit the Heart of a. good 
Prince. : | | 
4. Let us Proteſtants be (o ſenſible of our danger and good, - 
as to reunue again 1n the Profefiiog of one Religion, andin the 
publick worſhip of our God ; that our Enemiss l(eeing that 
their ofcen repeated malice hath eaus'd us ta ſtick and unite 
cloſer together, may be dilcouraged from all future attempts of 
this. kind, and neverbe advantag'd shrough out Divilions, 
+ $: Lerus,:as tht forthe honor af our: Protgfiant Brofelli- 
on, and for the credit of-awr Nation, as tg' prevent the Judg- 
| ments of God threatened upon us for our Sins, abſtain from 
al National Sins, and: {uch Crimes as deſerye the {(everity of | 
Gods Fuſtica,. and havekrstotore: involved Kingdoms ja'dal- - — — _ 
mal Calamities. Chiefly, let the Mipifliexs of che Golpel.look | 
carefully to 'themtelyes, 4d :thco behaviour; that: they mpy 
not give occa(lion of [candal byithejr Lives. ': And they whole 
| AQions are look'd upcn as Examples, ſhould take heed how 
; they countenance thoſe Diſorders and Breaches of Gods D1- 
vine Laws, which this. Juſtice: bath been oblig'd:to puniſhe- 
verely in.other Nations heretofore. ., | |<. | 
6, -Letſuch Magiſtrates and Juſtices as are intruſted _ 
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the execution of the Laws, and his Majeſties Royal Commands, 
| be vigorous, reſolute, and ſpeedy 1n the performance of theix 
Daties , and aim all their Actions at the publick weltare, the 
honour of their Prince, the lafety of Religion and Govern- 
ment. As their Enemies and ours want not reſoJution to put 
iQ practice the boldeſt Attempts, methinks our Noble and 


brave Officers cannot want courage to oppoſe them. 
7. Let every one be true, truſty, and faithful in the man- 


nagement of thoſe Publick Concerns that are put into our 
hands; Treachery ſeldom proves faithful and beneficial co 
the Traytors. It was the Cuſtom of a Twrkij% Emperour, to 
hang up a Traytor with the Rewards promiſed for his Trea- 
fon : And we all know the Story of that Roman Virgin who 

, was killed and buried under the heavy weight of chat which 
was in the Enemies left hand ; but of all Treaſons, none more 
dangerous to-the Authors, than thoſe which expoſe their Na- 
tive Country to the Power and Malice of deſperate and For- 
reign Enemies, 

8. Take heed of raiſing or encreaſing the Peoples jealou- Es 
ties, and needleſs fears, by incouraging 1d!e Rumours : It ts 
good to foreſee an approaching danger, for that will prepare 
us to receive it ; but it is dangerous to be too timerous, and 
ſuſpect a Miſchief where really there is none , and men are 
commonly diſheartened by flying Tales, which are wont to 
breed much miſchief in a Governmear. 

9, Remember your Places, Callings, and Capacities, and 
a& accordingly, without preſuming to meddle with, or ad- 
viſe Authority, in matters that are either above our reach, or 
concern us not immediately, | 

10, Let us not be ſparing of our Purſes and Eſtates when 
the publick ſafety, the honour of our God, the ſafety of our 
Souls and Religion, the Lives and Fortunes of our Children | 
are in danger, but as our Enemies are ready to ſacrifice their 
Lives and Fortunes for the promotion of. their blind Superſti- 
tion and our Ruin, let us expreſs no lels hberality: aud genero- 


firy for our own ſafety, and the defence of our Chriſtian | 
| Profel- | 
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Profeſſion. Iris better to give a ſmall Portion. of our Eſtates. - 
than to loſe all, Mahomer, the Twrki/h Emperour, wondered ' © 
at the parcimany of the Grecians of Conſtantinople, at the tak- 
ing of that Imperial City, for though it waggyl of Plunder 
and Gold, they choſe rather to ſuffer the s to carry all 
away, than to aſſiſt their Emperour with Monies to pay his dit- 
contented and hired Souldiers. Laſtly, in regard all our en- 
| deavours, the Prince's vigilancy, and the peoples di{polition, 
d are in vain without a bleſſing from the God of Heaven, let us 
all, by our conſtant and Religious Prayers, ſtrive unanimouſly 
to obtain ic from God , let us beſeech his Divine Goodnels to 
watch over us ſtill by his Divine Providence, to diſcover the 
wicked Machinations of all our bloody Enemies, to defend 
| the perſon and ſacred life of our good King, to grant him a 
long continuance amongſt us, to dire& his Councils, bleſs 
his Armies, and preſerve our Religion and Government from 
all future Conſpiracies. If we could be perſwaded to a care- | 
ful practice of all theſe Advices and Duties, there mtght be 
A reaſonable hopes of ſecuring our ſelves and Nation from all 
| Papiſts and Popery, We are ſo muchthe more engaged to ob- 
ſerve them; becauſe, not only our gratitude to our Prince calls 
upon us to joyn with him in promoting our own good, but alſo 
the ſafety of our Religion is highly concerned , for falle Re- 
lIigions men have undergone alf manner of dangers and diff- 
culties : how much the rather ſhould we take care for the pre- 
ſervation of the true Religion ; of that Religion which Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles recommend to us, without which neither 
we nor our poſterity can reaſonably expe either ſafety or ſal- 
vation ; beſides our lives and fortunes are aimed at by theſe 
| Popiſh Plots, Thouſands of Families will be utterly undone if 
they can obtaia their ends, No Mercy nor Compaſſion will 
| be ſhewn to ſuch Herericks as they judge us to be, The whole 
Nation will ſwim in Blood, and we muſt expec-all the Cruel- 
ties and Torments to be exerciſed upon us, that Hell and the 
Devil can ſuggeſt : and not only our lives will be ſacrificed, 


| but alſo the lives of our Wives, and of our innocent Chul- 
drens 
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dren, and every where; ruine and, calamity, ' miſery and vyoe; 
will appear amongſt us, . if we ſecure agt our telyes' 10 times 


Where is thaggggional Soul which this cannot move; and-oblige 
to atimely# on of Popith Deſigns of ſuch dreadfil Con-. 
tEquences, | 

In a word, f nour of our God is highly concern: To 
him we owe our Wives, Children, Fortunes, Lives ang E- 
ſtates ; wigaſaſt part with all for the glory of our Great .Mg- 
ker and ReSemer : Suffer not this glory to- be- {tain'd With 
Poptth Superſtitions 1n this Nation : What a diſhonour,will it 
be, 1t through our weakneſs, neglect, parcimony, _ cr other- 
wile, the Pope briogs in again into this Land his valufferable, 


Tyranny, Ignorance, and filthy Abominations, 
To conclude, I pray God fo to direct his Moſt Excellent Ma- 


jeſty, his Councils and Retolutions, fo to proſper his Pious 
and Religious Endeavours, and ſo to ſtir up ajl his good Sub-' 
jects tothe defence of their Laws, Liberties, and Relinion, that 


they may all joyn unanimouſly with hun "together, and al- 


ways defeat the proud purpoſes of the Popi/h Party y'and that 
none of them may be more wanting: to their own good, than: 
his Sacred Majeſty will be to the Safety and — of the 


__. and Peate of his RE 


